
 

 

 
 

Synchronization to Colleges Union Catalogue  
Alexander Eykelhof, Director of IT and Safar Ali, Consultant.  

 

The Colleges Union Catalogue is one of the core services that OCLS provides to the Colleges of 

Ontario.  Our combined centralized-virtual Colleges Union Catalogue functions as a repository 

of bibliographic information and allows college library staff and all College students and faculty 

access for verification of bibliographic information, collection assessment and inter-library 

borrowing. 

 

The Colleges Union Catalogue is populated through contributions via automated interfaces from 

participating Colleges.  The source of contributed records will be the bibliographic database in 

each college library, provided with the consent of the library. 

 

Data is owned by the contributing college, stored and maintained on the individual college’s 

database and whenever a college completes a transaction in their own database (adding of a 

bibliographic record, changing an existing record, or deleting a record) we request that the 

record be transferred as part of an automated procedure to the Colleges Union Catalogue. 

 

 

Scope of record load 

 

1. Initial Synchronization and follow-up loads: 

The purpose of the initial load is to establish a starting point which will result in 

synchronizing the college databases with the Colleges Union Catalogue. Using the 

college database as the primary source, records from each college will be matched to 

those in the Colleges Union Catalogue. New records not currently in the Colleges Union 

Catalogue would be added; if matched, holdings would be added or updated; current 

records and holdings would be removed in the case of deletes. 

 

2. Transfer of records to the Colleges Union Catalogue 

With permission of the college, records adhering to a minimum bibliographic standard –  

currently under consideration at the Bibliographic Standards Working Group – would be loaded 

into the Colleges Union Catalogue. There will also be exclusion lists that identify  

records, or more typically record types that would not be desired in the Colleges Union 

Catalogue.  Some examples include: brief records, records used to identify equipment such as 

computers, projectors, etc., serial records without holdings, some ebook records. 
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Holding information will be mapped into the standard for the Colleges Union Catalogue  

based on data received and consultation with the college in cases where there is no clear linear 

relationship between subfields in the incoming record and the requirement of the Colleges 

Union Catalogue. 

 

3. Matching points 

Matching points are used as a way to easily determine if an incoming record matches any of the 

records currently in the database. The following fields/subfields, listed in order of preference, 

are used for matching:   - 001; - 035$a; - 020$a; - 022$a 

  

        Our matching strategy revolves around 3 points as described below: 

        a) If a record in a college database matches a record in the Colleges Union Catalogue it 

means that the college record already exists in the Colleges Union Catalogue. The record 

will not be re-loaded and the item is added using the holding information provided with 

the record, and confirmation/update of the 020, 022 fields in the Colleges Union 

Catalogue will be required.  

 

b) If a record in a college database does not match a record in the Colleges Union Catalogue 

then the college record is assumed to not exist in the Colleges Union Catalogue: Load the 

college record and item using the holding information provided with the record and add 

an item to the shelf list library.  

 

 c)  If a record exists in the Colleges Union Catalogue with a holding for the corresponding 

College but the record does not exist in the college database:  Delete the specific item 

holding for that college in the Colleges Union Catalogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


